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Located in the John Hope Franklin Center for Interdisciplinary and International Studies, the Duke 

University Center for International and Global Studies (DUCIGS) supports the globalization efforts of the 
university. DUCIGS is home to various international area studies centers, councils and initiatives including the 
Africa Initiative (AI), the Asian Pacific Studies Institute (APSI), the Duke Brazil Initiative (DBI), the Council 
for European Studies (CES), the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (CLACS), the Council for 
North American Studies (CNAS), the Concilium on Southern Africa (COSA), the Center for Slavic, Eurasian, 
and East European Studies (CSEEES), the Slavic and Eurasian Languages Resource Center (SEELRC), the 
Duke Islamic Studies Center (DISC), the Duke University Middle East Studies Center (DUMESC), and the 
Global Asia Initiative (GAI).  

The mission of DUCIGS is to: 
• !Support, engage, and connect researchers, students, departments, and schools to work on international 

issues 
• !Promote interdisciplinary research and education to understand and engage with challenging global 

issues 
• !Support and coordinate the activities of the area studies centers, councils and initiatives 
Historically, DUCIGS was instrumental in developing new international area studies centers at Duke. In 

recent years, it has concentrated on creating long-term initiatives with strong interdisciplinary and interregional 
emphases. DUCIGS sponsors a wide range of global thematic activities, including seminars, workshops, 
research programs, conferences, film series, art exhibitions, readings and performances, many of which are 
open to undergraduates. It is an established goal of DUCIGS to ensure that faculty and students have access 
to leading scholars and government officials from around the world. It does this through a range of activities 
from single lectures to semester-long visiting appointments. Annually, DUCIGS organizes the Lecture in 
Comparative World History (also known as the John F. Richards Lecture) as well as the Anthony Joseph Drexel 
Biddle, Jr. Lecture on International Studies. DUCIGS also regularly hosts a Diplomat in Residence from the 
US Department of State who advises students seeking careers in the foreign service.  

Two region-specific initiatives, the Africa Initiative and the newly created Global Asia Initiative, are also 
housed within DUCIGS. The Africa Initiative (AI) is a faculty-led initiative that brings scholars together—from 
across Duke University and Duke University Health System—who have a shared interest, whether through 
their research or programmatic activities, in the countries and cultures of the African continent. The goals of 
the initiative are to build connections between schools, programs, institutes and departments; continue to foster 
new collaborations across disciplines; transport existing knowledge gained whether in Durham or the African 
continent to other Duke locations around the globe; and to explore and pursue new funding opportunities and 
sponsored research.  

The Global Asia Initiative (GAI) at Duke has its origins in the efforts by groups across the world to 
articulate a new paradigm that looks at Asian nations, cultures, and civilizations in terms of their connections, 
interactions, and interdependencies in both historical and geographical space. The motive for such an 
exploration derives from contemporary research that exposes the entangled relations between countries in East, 
Southeast, South and West Asia not only in contemporary affairs, but also in the distant past. The GAI supports 
research on inter-Asian topics that are collaborative and inter-disciplinary, involving research in more than one 
country. The GAI joins the Social Science Research Council’s (SSRC) Inter-Asian Connections program as a 
coordinating partner and a hub for nodal research activities in March 2016. The SSRC project has been active 
together with its coordinating partners at the National University of Singapore, Hong Kong University, Yale 
University, Gottingen University, and several other sponsoring partners across the world since 2008.  

In recognition of its commitment to international studies, DUCIGS is a recipient of numerous grants from 
federal agencies and private foundations. The center has an annual competition for undergraduate summer 
research grants and supports research activity by providing both pre-award and post-award services. DUCIGS 
supports instruction in less-commonly-taught languages, in addition to offering support to students studying 
these languages. Since the early 2000s, DUCIGS has administered the Fulbright Visiting Scholars Program, 



!
which brings to campus scholars from over 100 countries around the world to conduct post-doctoral research 
at US institutions. This program is sponsored by the Department of State and administered nationally through 
the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES), a branch of the Institute for International 
Education (IIE). DUCIGS also manages the Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) 
Fellowship. This fellowship, through an annual national competition, provides grants from the US Department 
of Education to fund individual doctoral students to conduct research in other countries in modern foreign 
languages and area studies for periods of six to twelve months. Projects are intended to deepen research 
knowledge on, and help the United States develop capability in, areas of the world not generally included in 
U.S. curricula. Duke students have regularly received grants for research in various disciplines among diverse 
locations around the world. For more information, please contact (919) 668-1663 or visit our website at 
https://igs.duke.edu/. DUCIS is located in the John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Office 125. 

!
Asian/Pacific!Studies!Institute!(APSI)!

The Asian/Pacific Studies Institute (APSI) supports and encourages the study of Asian societies and the 
Pacific region, with emphasis on China, Japan, and Korea. Courses cover a range of academic disciplines 
including Chinese, Japanese, and Korean language and literature, arts, cultural anthropology, history, law, 
political science, religion, and sociology. APSI also provides support for visiting speakers and conferences, 
library resources, and research clusters. Scholarships and fellowships are available annually to support language 
study and research abroad for both undergraduate and graduate students. Study abroad opportunities are 
available in China (Duke credit) and Japan (transfer credit). Undergraduate majors are available through the 
International Comparative Studies program (East Asian concentration) or the Department of Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies. APSI offers a Master of Arts in East Asian studies, a joint MA/JD program, as well as a 
graduate certificate in East Asian Studies. For more information, please contact (919) 684-2604, or visit our 
website at https://asianpacific.duke.edu/. APSI is located in the John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, 
Office 140.  

!
Council!for!North!American!Studies!(CNAS)!

The Council for North American Studies organizes interdisciplinary conferences, lectures, and film series. 
Special emphasis is placed on current issues in North America such as energy, trade, and security. For more 
information, please contact (919) 668-1663 or visit our website at https://igs.duke.edu/units/council-north-
american-studies-0. CNAS is located in the John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Office 125. 
!
Center!for!Latin!American!and!Caribbean!Studies!(CLACS)!

The center coordinates undergraduate and graduate education in Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
and promotes research and dissemination of knowledge about the region. CLACS offers an interdisciplinary 
undergraduate certificate in Latin American studies, which students can earn in conjunction with their 
bachelor’s degree. Additional information about this certificate program can be found in the chapter “Courses 
and Academic Programs.” Faculty associated with the center offer a wide range of courses in the humanities, 
social sciences, environmental sciences, Portuguese, Spanish, French, and Haitian Kreyol, and K’iche’ Maya. 
The center also sponsors visiting professors from Latin America, speaker series, conferences, summer research 
grants, and DukeEngage programs throughout the region. In addition, CLACS and the Institute for the Study 
of the Americas at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill sponsor the Consortium in Latin American 
Studies that includes occasional exchanges of faculty members from each institution and joint undergraduate 
and graduate student working groups as well as the annual Latin American Film Festival and consortium 
conference. The Duke Brazil Initiative (DBI) fosters research and language training opportunities for students 
interested in multidisciplinary studies focused on Brazil and the Amazon basin. The DBI sponsors research 
grants, an annual Global Brazil Conference, exchanges with Brazilian students, faculty and artists, and team-
based projects through the Global Brazil Humanities Lab. For more information, please contact (919) 681 3981, 



!
e-mail las@duke.edu, or visit our website at https://latinamericancaribbean.duke.edu/. CLACS is located in 
the John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Office 134. 

!
Center!for!Slavic,!Eurasian,!and!East!European!Studies!(CSEEES)!

The center is devoted to promoting coursework, comparative research, teacher training, and graduate 
student and undergraduate student training in the social sciences and humanities associated with Russia, the 
former Soviet Union, Eastern and Central Europe, and Eurasia. Faculty associated with CSEEES offer over 
350 courses each year in a broad range of disciplines, including history, economics, cultural anthropology, 
political science, literature, linguistics and languages. CSEEES works closely with UNC-Chapel Hill within a 
joint Title VI center. CSEEES supports programs and courses in six BA degrees, five minors, two MA 
certificates, two MA degrees and several PhD programs. Center language initiatives include active support of 
Polish, Romanian, Russian, Turkish, and Uzbek languages. For more information, please contact (919) 660-
2421 or visit our website at http://slaviccenters.duke.edu. CSEEES is located in the 311 Languages Building. 

!
Slavic!and!Eurasian!Languages!Resource!Center!(SEELRC)!

The Slavic and Eurasian Languages Resource Center (formerly Slavic and East European) combines the 
resources of Duke University with outstanding research teams drawn from universities and government 
agencies across the US SEELRC focuses on the languages of thirty-four countries with a combined population 
approaching two billion people and most of these languages fall into the category of less commonly taught 
languages (LCTLs). The cardinal purpose of SEELRC is to improve the national capacity to meet strategic US 
needs in teaching and learning the LCTLs of Eurasian (including but not restricted to Eastern and Central 
Europe, and the former Soviet Union).  SEELRC provides teacher training in proficiency testing and 
certification and technologies, conducts research with direct outcomes with a focus on the advanced level in 
the languages of the region, and develops authentic language instructional materials in multi-platform 
technological formats and diagnostics. For more information, please contact (919) 660-2421 or visit our website 
at http://slaviccenters.duke.edu. SEELRC is located in the 311 Languages Building. 
!
Council!for!European!Studies!(CES)!

The mission of the Duke Council for European Studies is to encourage interdisciplinary study, debate, and 
discussion regarding Europe. The CES cultivates and supports all manner of intellectual life focused on Europe 
at Duke, acts as a catalyst for scholarship on Europe, and provides a unifying community for scholars of Europe 
at Duke. The CES has a broad reach with over 145-affiliated faculty across the humanities, social sciences, and 
several professional schools, and over eighty-five-affiliated students (undergraduate, graduate, and professional) 
and post-docs, and a larger network of scholars in institutions across the Triangle and North Carolina. It has a 
strong presence in the regional seminars network, as well as administers several exchange programs and 
collaborates closely with international scholars and partner institutions. The CES sponsors and coordinates 
events and speakers, hosts visitors, and subsidizes European-focused scholarly activities at Duke and in Europe. 
Additionally, it offers an interdisciplinary European studies certificate for graduate students, who are also 
encouraged to participate in the Society of European Scholars to further discuss their research and develop 
interdisciplinary perspectives and approaches to their work. For more information, please contact (919) 681-
2293 or visit our website at https://igs.duke.edu/units/council-european-studies. CES is located in the John 
Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Office 105.  

!
Concilium!on!Southern!Africa!(COSA)!

The Concilium on Southern Africa is an interdisciplinary network of faculty committed to widening and 
deepening relationships between Duke University and the countries and peoples of Southern Africa, and 
offering ongoing opportunities on the Duke campus for faculty and students to engage with Southern African 



!
concerns. To this end, COSA encourages a wide range of scholarly engagement with Southern Africa, initiating 
or coordinating discussion groups, faculty and student exchanges, and visits to Duke by Southern African 
scholars, artists, and social commentators; provides a forum to share research, reports on student visits, and 
educational experiences; explores issues relating to Southern Africa through reading groups and lectures; 
organizes conferences and seminars to expand knowledge of, and deepen relationships with, Southern Africa; 
and welcomes faculty members and other professionals in the Triangle interested in engagement with Southern 
Africa. For more information, please contact (919) 668-1663 or visit our website at 
https://igs.duke.edu/units/concilium-southern-africa. COSA is located in the John Hope Franklin Center, 
2204 Erwin Road, Office 125. 

!
Duke!Islamic!Studies!Center!(DISC)!

The Duke Islamic Studies Center is a vibrant, diverse community of scholars and students engaged in 
interdisciplinary teaching, interactive learning, and cutting-edge research about Islam and Muslims. We are 
educating today’s students to become tomorrow’s leaders by equipping them with knowledge about the breadth 
and diversity of Islamic cultures, cross-cultural experiences, and language skills. DISC is one of the leading 
institutions in North America for the study of Islam and Muslims. Its comparative, cross-cultural approach to 
Islamic studies will foster fresh interpretations of Islam and encourage creative solutions to the economic, 
political and social challenges involving Muslims. We are committed to working with partners at home and 
abroad to provide undergraduate and graduate students, professionals and policy makers with the knowledge 
about Muslims and Islamic cultures, beliefs and practices that will enable them to operate effectively in a 
multicultural world. DISC offers an undergraduate certificate in Islamic Studies and convenes ISTHMUS, a 
graduate level work group that brings students from UNC and Duke together to workshop academic papers 
and conference presentations. We sponsor and co-sponsor events during the school year open to Duke and 
the greater community with the hopes of educating and dialoguing with people interested in the study of Islam. 
For further information, please contact (919) 668-1955 or visit our website at http://islamicstudies.duke.edu/. 
DISC is located in the John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Offices 108 and 112. 
!
Duke!Middle!East!Studies!Center!(DUMESC)!

The Duke University Middle East Studies Center is a hub for research, education, and outreach that serves 
as a forum at the local, national and international levels. We prepare tomorrow’s leaders by equipping them 
with knowledge about Middle Eastern languages, cultures, and societies. Our center is distinguished by its trans-
regional approach to the Middle East. We approach the Middle East as a unit extending from the Mediterranean 
to the Indian Ocean. Our approach emphasizes interdisciplinarity, comparativity, and connectivity. DUMESC 
is part of the Duke-UNC Consortium for Middle East Studies. The Consortium combines the strengths of our 
center with those of the Carolina Center for the Study of the Middle East and Muslim Civilizations. The 
Consortium for Middle East Studies has recently been awarded a Title VI Middle East Studies grant, establishing 
the Consortium as a National Resource Center for Middle East Studies. The grant enables us to offer Summer 
Foreign Languages and Area Studies Fellowships for undergraduate students. For more information, please 
contact (919) 668-1653 or visit our website at http://middleeaststudies.duke.edu. DUMESC is located in the 
John Hope Franklin Center, 2204 Erwin Road, Office 110 and 112. 
!


